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UK objects
to Slovak
crackdown

By Judy nempl_q ln Yienna

THE BRITISH Forelgn Office
called In the Czechoslovak consul
to protest against police actlon
rﬂw a religlous demonstration
ln Bratislava, the capita.l of 8lo-
-vakla, on Friday
Puﬁcs. ualng watar canhon,
broke up a demonstration’ by
2,000 Catholics, who had gatheted
in Hvlezdoslay Square in front of
the Slovak Natlonal Theatre, to
call for full ml'lgmua freedom, the
observance of ¢lvll rights and the
drpointment of bishops to:the
oceses. Ten of the country's 13
dloceses remain vacant because
the authorities will not agree to
the Vatlcan’s candidates.
Séveral hundmd damnstrators
were arrested.

Mr David Mallor. Forelgn
Office Minister, protested to
Czechoslovak consul at the week-
end at what he called the "repres-

ve and Stalinist measures” used
agalzm the Slovaks,

Sucedented demonstra-
tlon ln ratislava has clearly
taken the: uthomm a8 well ag'
many Czechs by mrprlae

Over the past 20 yéars, therd:
has b“e p'ac#:a!!y ne overt
authoritles in
s grnvakia. of which 80 per cent of.
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- Churches hag swel :
ta the authorlﬁes parsist?hts?l#
.preaeion of :
up’ uut naw,

eenlred on r-77, the Pra.

‘gue-based. lnde endent human
rights group, whose signatortes
and su&partm come from: the
Czech- [ands: anid- not Slavakis.
While they- nusporc the need for
religlous freedom, Charter: 178
ph&gophy is more poliueally orl-

- Slovak sources ny that the
violence used ' by. the police will
not: deter. mtum demmutrat!.om.




